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Clara Swain

The First Woman Missionary Doctor in the World.

Clara Swain Arrived in Bombay, India on January 3 1870, and went on to set up the first
Women's hospital in Asia.

In Clara's day women doctors were rare.. Clara did not even consider a calling to medicine
until a dying woman physician put out a call for women to go into medicine. Clara prayed
long about the calling and did not graduate until she was 35. She had graduated from the
Women's Medical College of Philadelphia the previous year, at the age of 35.

Clara Swain responded to the need in Indian and thus became “the first woman missionary
doctor in the world.”

Aneed for awomen's hospital soon became obvious. Nearby a Moslem prince had 42 acres
containing wells and gardens and a large house. This Nawab of Rampore had declared
that he would never allow a Christian missionary into his city. Dr Swain travelled to
Rampore and spent much time in prayer before meeting the prince. When she made her
timid appeal that his land might be purchased, the prince replied, “Take it! Take it! I give it
to you with much pleasure.”

On 4 January, 1874, the first women's hospital in the Orient was opened. Three thousand
patients passed through the doors during the first twelve months.

In 1885, whilst treating the wife of the Rajah of Rajputana, Clara Swain accepted a royal
invitation to become court physician. This position she occupied for ten years. During all
her 25 years in India she treated thousands of patients and “considered herself primarily an
evangelist”. She was there to bear witness to the One who was able to heal the sin-sick soul.

In 1896, due to continued poor health, Clara returned to the USA, but was able to visit India
again in 1906. Clara's letters were published in book forming 1909, titled, A Glimpse of
India. Clara Swain died on Christmas Day 1910, back in her hometown of Castile, New
York.
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